St. Gaspar del Bufalo Catholic Church

10871 North — State Road 9, Rome City, Indiana 46784 www.stgasparrc.org
+1-260-854-3100 email info@stgasparrc.org

“We must let it be known how the Blood of Christ cleanses the souls
and sanctifies them, particularly by means of the sacraments.”

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C MARCH 16, 2025

MARCH
The Month of St. Joseph

March is the month of St. Joseph! St. Joseph holds a
revered and pivotal role, recognized as one of the most
important saints in the Catholic Church. As the earthly
father of Jesus Christ and the husband of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, St. Joseph played a crucial part in the Holy
Family. His significance lies not only in his familial role but
also in his unwavering faith, righteousness, and humble
obedience to God'’s divine plan for him.

The Feast of St. Joseph is on March 19th. He is the
powerful intercessor for various aspects of life and is the
patron saint of fathers, workers, immigrants, and a model
for those seeking guidance in their daily struggles. Many
turn to St. Joseph in times of need, seeking his
intercession for employment, family matters, and spiritual
guidance.

St. Joseph is admired for his obedience to God, his
unwavering faith, and his role in protecting and providing
for Mother Mary and Jesus. St. Joseph’s prominence in
the Catholic Church emphasizes the value of a righteous
and humble life and a complete and total surrender to the
Lord.

St. Joseph, Protector of the Church, pray for us!

Saint Joseph,
pray for us.

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades
Diocese of Fort Wayne - South Bend
Pastor - Rev Louis Fowoyo

frlouis@stgasparrc.or

Deacon Ray Krouse
denray@stgasparre.or
Secretary - Karen Edwards
Accounts Manager - Chris Strong
Maintenance - Gail Martin
Religious Education - Rebecca Lock
OCIA - Terry Gust
Liturgical Music Director—Tim Worman

Organist — Marilyn Wiant
Housekeeping — Rebecca Lock
Chairman Parish Council - Kevin Strater
Chairperson Finance Committee - Ben Schortgen
St Gaspar On-Line Giving Site:
https://www.osvhub.com/st-gaspar-church/funds
Saint Vincent de Paul 260-582-4375

LOOK US UP ON FACEBOOK
Gaspar Del Bufalo
Please, send any info for Facebook to
Pam Neu: msnneu@yahoo.com
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St Gaspar del Bufalo Catholic Church, Rome City, IN,

Office Hours MASS INTENTIONS
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00am to 4:00pm
Confessions Saturday 4:30 PM -I- Joseph Costello
20 Minutes before each Mass Sunday 7:30AM 'I' Rose Worman
Saturday and Sunday
Wednesday 8:30am to 9:00am 10:00AM People of the Parish
Saturdays 9:00am to 10:00am _
except first Saturday of the Month. Monday 8:00 AM NO MASS
Tuesday 8:00AM |TF Charlie Kuhn
Adoration Wednesday 8:00AM 'I' Erma Curtis
Wednesday 8:30am to 9:00am Thursday 8:00AM |4 Lorene Schlemmer
Precious Blood Adoration
First Tuesday of the Month Friday 8:00AM |4 Paul & Marta Hartman
6:00 pm to 7:00pm
March 9, 2025 Collections
Weekly Collection 2,943.00
One- If you are making a donation —
To- towards the $400,000.00 Children’s >-00
One Pledge , Please specify on your -
DONOR check or by writing a note that it votives 71.00
MATCH goes to that specific pledge.
up to Thank you for your very Emergency Fund 25
A A
$400,000. generous gift giving! SVDP 20,00
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN Capital Campaign 007.78
Because of your very generous giving, the matching K of C Fish Fry 1,254.00
donor amount doubled so faris 256,419.97
of the $400,000. goal. God Bless you for helping St. Flowers 20.00
Gaspar Parish reach our goal!
First offering 10.00
THE CHOSEN SEASON 5
Part 1 will be shown at NCG Theater in Ink for printer 50.00
Auburn on Sunday, March 30th at 3:35 p.m.
We will carpool from St. Gaspar’s at 2:45. Ash Wednesday 629.00
Contact Mary Krouse (260)437-8512 to
purchase your ticket. After the movie we will eat Black & Indian 599.68
at the Paradise Buffett.
Total $5,630.03
Attention Rosary Sodality and Thank you for your generous giving

Knights of Columbus:
We need volunteers to read a paragraph from
The Way of the Cross for Stations of the Cross
on Wednesday’s and Friday’s. There is a copy
in the gathering area. The paragraphs are
highlighted. If this is something you could help
us with, please sign your name on the date you
would like to read.

Thank you for sharing your talents!

Stations of the Cross
Wednesday evenings through Lent at 6:00 PM
Join us for soup afterwards.

Friday evenings through Lent at 7:00 PM.

FISH
QFRY

FISH FRY DATES
Friday, March 21,2025 4:00 PM-6:30 PM
Friday, April 4,2025 4:00 PM-6:30 PM




LENTEN REFLECTION

Please join us for a Lenten Reflection on the
Biblical Foundation of the Eucharist by Dr. Tim
Gray on Monday March 24th, at 6:30 p.m. We
will watch a DVD explaining Jewish, Pagan ,
Protestant, and Secularist objections to the
Real Presence and how we can become better
equipped to address them.

The Knights of Columbus will
meet Wednesday , March 19,
2025 at 6:45 for the Rosary and
7:00 PM for the meeting.

Graduates

There are SCHOLARSHIP forms
in the gathering area for a K of C
$500.00 Scholarship. Pick up a
form and fill it out. Due Date April 30th.

\ ’ NATIONAL
ﬂ‘;‘ Eucharistic
‘A’ Revival

2025 St. Katharine Drexel Route
Revival is here. During the summer of 2024, an
unprecedented National Eucharistic Pilgrimage
moved from the four corners of the United
States to Indianapolis, culminating in the 10th
National Eucharistic Congress. Given the out-
pouring of stories involving our Eucharistic
Lord's healing, conversion, unity, and peace
along the 2024 pilgrimage routes, we have
decided to keep the momentum going in 2025!
As the three-year National Eucharistic Revival in
the United States draws to a close on the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ, we are excited to launch the St.
Katharine Drexel Route from Indianapolis to Los
Angeles and invite you to pray before the
Blessed Sacrament along the way.

NATIONAL BLACK AND

INDIAN MISSION COLLECTION
Thank you to everyone who participated in the
141st annual Black and Indian Mission
Collection last weekend. Your prayerful support
enables people to come to know Jesus Christ in
African American, Native American, and Alaska
Native communities all over the U.S.A
Spreading the Gospel couldn’t happen without
your support!

LIFE

CORIGHT

Right to Life of Northeast Indiana is having a
Right to Life workshop in the parish hall on
March 22 from 9-noon. Mike Spencer is the
keynote speaker. He travels the country
teaching pro-life apologetics. Mike equips
|individuals with materials needed to combat the
most pressing subject of our time: abortion.
Individuals will learn how to answer tough
questions...such as "My body, My choice" and "I
personally would not have an abortion, but |
think it should be left to the women to decide."
This workshop is for ages 7™ grade through
adults of all ages. Parents are encouraged to
jjoin their children. There is a $5 fee - if you need
assistance to cover the fee that can be arranged
on the morning of the workshop! There is a sign
up sheet in the gathering area. Thank you!

Ninth Annual Northeast We invite
Indiana Catholic Medical e
Retreat o

wHo: One day retreat for ALL healthcare workers in the
Fort Wayne-South Bend area and surrounding areas
FLE,q;E a5
m’elcg P
PEyrs Feee

WHAT: The Seven Last Words of Christ

WHEN: March 29 2025, 8:15-2:30 p.m.

St Vincent De Paul Church on Wallen starting with Mass at 8:15
in main church followed by breakfast, talks and lunch in the Life
Center and ending with Eucharistic Adoration and prayer.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

WHERE:

fortwayne.cathmed.org
260-222-6978

Speaker:
L GUILD @‘ Father Royce Gregerson

=
Ia CATHOLIC

The Catholic Medical Guild in Fort Wayne invites anyone
in healthcare to come to our annual Lenten Retreat on
March 29, 2025. Spouses also welcome. This year's topic
will be on Seven Last Words of Christ. This will be pre-
sented by Father Royce Gregerson at the St Vincent Life
Center. Please RSVP as breakfast and lunch are included
and the cost is $10. However, if unable to RSVP come
anyway! See fortwayne.cathmed.org or 260-222-6978 for
details. Starts at 8:15 AM with Mass in church.



http://fortwayne.cathmed.org/

A CATHOLIC PRIMER
on In Vitro Fertilization

Today, for a wide range of possible reasons, more
and more couples are experiencing the pain of
infertility. Many, understandably, deeply desire to
have biological children and tum to biomedical
technologies like in vitro fertilization (IVF) to try
to fulfill their dreams. As Catholics, however, our
faith teaches that these popular procedures are not
the answer. In fact, they are harmful and wrong,
and even tragically result in the deaths of many
innocent children while they are young embryos.
It 1s important to consider these realities when
thinking about infertility treatments.

What is IVF?

In vitro fertilization is the most popular type

of assisted reproductive technology, a medical
procedure women undergo to become pregnant.
In vitro means “in glass.” In the IVF process, a
woman's ovaries are typically hyper-stimulated to
yield multiple eggs, which are then harvested and
fertilized with sperm in a laboratory. Some of the
embryos created are transferred into her womb
with the intention that at least one of the embryos
will grow to full term. Many of the embryos that
are transferred do not survive, though, and most
of the remaining embryos are either killed in the
process (some intentionally, some unintentionally)
or are frozen in cryopreservation. Often, the
process imvolves a couple’s own egg and sperm
cells. Sometimes, however, they come from third
parties. In either case, this process frequently
incorporates a form of eugenics in which only
certain embryonic children are chosen for
implantation based on desirable characteristics,

health outcomes, or both, and those who fail the
quality control checks are killed.

Why is IVF wrong?

Even though IVF can help create new life, there
are multiple factors that make it contrary to God’s
plan for marnage and children, therefore rendering
it morally wrong. For example, as mentioned
above, it often includes the death or freezing of
embryonic children. And although preserving
embryos by freezing them does not kill them, it
could be compared to placing innocent children in
prison. Creating embryonic children to be frozen
and participating in their deaths are both profound
violations of their dignity. As another example of
why IVF is wrong, it also often includes immoral
behavior by the man to obtain sperm.

Furthermore, according to God's plan, marriage

is an exclusive, lifelong union between a man and
a woman that reflects the absolute and unfailing
love with which God loves us. Sexual intimacy
has two aspects—the power to unite (unitive)

and the potential to create new life (procreative).
These aspects belong together and should not be
separated. And every child, as a human being,

has the right to be conceived through a natural

act of mutual, self-giving love within marital
intercourse. But IVF separates conception from the
spouses’ intimate, sexual union, and the children
conceived through IVF are instead created through
technological manipulation. IVF also intrudes

on the exclusive nature of the couple’s union by
introducing other people into the act of conception
itself (as opposed to other treatments, discussed



below, which may help conception to occur within
marital intercourse).

Additionally, every human being is a gift made in
God's image with infinite dignity, so people should
not be treated like objects or property. No matter
how sineerely the children are loved and wanied,
the process still treats them like products that can
be bought and ordered. And in cases where a third
party’s eggs or sperm are used, or where a woman
acts as a gestational surrogate and carries the child,
these people are also treated like property in a
transaction and as means to an end, rather than as
people to be respected.

But isn't it good to help bring more children
into loving families?

The powerful desire to procreate children is natural
and good. Children themselves are among the
greatest poods and are a blessing from God. Like
all human beings, they are also a gift. In marriage,
we are called to be open to receiving such a
beautiful gift. But no one has an absolute “right” to
obtain a child, just like we do not have a “right” to
demand any other gift, no matter how deeply and
sincerely we desire it. Even though children are

a great good, this does not make IVF (with all its
problems as discussed above) morally acceptable.

Are there any acceptable medical treatments
for couples struggling with infertility?

Yes, there are ethical fertility treatments of which
the Catholic Church approves. These can take
many forms but are collectively referred to as
“restorative reproductive medicine.”

Restorative reproductive medicine investigates
and seeks to heal the root causes of the couple’s
infertility (which can vary) rather than ignoring

or bypassing the causes of infertility like IVF
does. In fact, restorative reproductive medicine

is often more successful than IVFE. Many in

the health care indusiry, however, do not kmow
how to pursue these options, and it may be
challenging to find a doctor who practices
restorative reproductive medicine. A number of
national Matural Family Planning (NFP) education
organizations can assist married couples with a list

of medical professionals who provide Restorative
Reproductive Medicine (RRM); please see

usceh. oreftyp - Y- /nfj-
national-providers.

What if the ethical treatments don't work?

Unfortunately, even after pursuing restorative
reproductive medicine, some couples may still
expenence fertility. This cross can be deeply
painful, and the grief may be overwhelming. It is
crucial to note that these couples are not alone,
God is with them and has a beantiful plan for their
lives, and the Church desires to walk with them.
“To couples who cannot have children,” Pope St.
John Paul I1 assured, “you are no less loved by
God; your love for each other is complete and
fruitful when it is open to others.™

Adoption and foster care are some ways married
couples can cultivate and share their love that

is fruitful and open to others. There is so much
need for open hearts and homes. Pope St. John
Paul IT described adoption as “a great work of
love,” assuring parents that “[w]hen it is done,
much is given, but much is also received. It is

a true exchange of gifts." There are also other
ways couples can cultivate and share love, such as
through service and participation in parish life.

Reflecting on the healed wounds of the Risen
Christ, we can see that even our most difficult
trials can be the place where God shows the power



of his love. He makes all things beautiful. He
makes all things new. He is the reason for hope
and joy even in the darkest moments.

For more from the USCCB on infertility, visit

Your diocese may have additional ministries or
resources for couples experiencing infertility as
well.

My child was conceived through IVF. | love
them. God loves them. Does the Church love
them?

Absolutely!

Every human being is created in the image and
likeness of God and is equally loved by Him—and
is equally worthy of the love of fellow Christians.
That love does not depend on the circumstances of
a person’s conception or birth. In fact, this is why
we also care about the little brothers and sislers
who were also created with IVF but who died or
were frozen as young embryos,

Can | serve as a surrogate to help someone |
love to have a child?

For many of the same reasons described above,
participation in surrogate childbearing is wrong,.
Again, it intrudes into the unique and sacred space
of the marriage bond and treats the women and
children involved like objects—even if that is

not the intention. In surrogacy contracts, even in
cases of “altruistic™ surrogacy where no money

is exchanged, the nature of the process means

that a woman is valued according to her capacity

for production and output; she is not treated as a
mother who loves and nurtures her child as he or
she grows in the womb.

Surrogacy is also especially harmful to the rights
of the child, who bonds with and comes to know
the voice of his or her mother before he or she is
even born. But in a surrogacy arrangement, that
child is then taken away from his or her mother
at birth. That is different from adoption because,
in surrogacy, a child is procreated specifically for
this unfortunate situation. Whereas, in the case of
infant adoption, the separation is decided as the
best outcome for the wellbeing of a child who is
already in existence in the womb.

Where can | read more about what the
Church says on IVF and infertility?

= Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 2373 -
2379,

*  Donum vitae, Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, 1987

»  Digniras personae, Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, 2008

*  Life-Giving Love in an Age of Technology,
USCCR, 2009

*  “Children as Commodities?” USCCB
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2014

* “Seven Considerations While Navigating
Infertility,” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life
Activities, 2016

For more information, visit uscch.org/prolifel
reproductive-technology.

! Pope John Paul 1T, “Homly at the Mass for the Familics on February 13, 1982, (Vatican City: Libveria Editvice Varicana, 1982).
! Pope John Paul 11, “Address to the Meeting of the Adoptive Families Organized by the Missionaries of Charity on Seplember 5,

2000.7 (Vatican City: Libweria Editrice Faticana, 2000).

Excerpts from “Homily™ (February 13, 1982) © 1982, “Address” (September 5, 2000) © 2000, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used

with permission. All rights reserved.

Models used for illustrative purposes only, Copyright < 2025, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D0C, Al rights reserved,

Ak UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS
QW Sccretariat of Pro-Life Activities | uscch.org/prolife

0 fb.com/usccbrespectlife

X @uscchprolife




~ Please remember to pray for
those who are sick or
suffering. If you have any
prayer request and you would
like us to post it in the Bulletin
please contact Karen Edwards in the parish
office. We are here to pray for you and your
needs! Nikki Becker, Utah Bruns, George
Dewald, Martha Dewald, Dean Domer, Kelli
Dukehart, Dan Figel, Terry Gust, Marta
Hartman, Gerald & Charlene Hall, Jay Hayes,
Setsuko Hooven, Maureen James, Susan
Jones, Toni & Kent Kraner, Sandy Krull, Lisa
Krull, Kelly LaHaine, Lanny Leppo, Ladonna
Magsamen, Irene Martin, Sandy North,
Deborah Redd, Sheila Reiter, Joan Robinson,
Marilyn Schaefer, Larry Sievert, Patty Staseck,
Jeanne Tracey, Pat Vachon, Jack Welsh, and
Mike Whitesell.

Wearch
birthdays

3/1 Ann Fordeck

3/4 Albert Langsenkamp
3/7 Raymond Krouse
3/9 Karen Martin

3/11 Mary Auman

3/12 Jenny Gunkel

3/12 Brittany Bowers
3/14 Angela Filler

3/16 Jerry Schoenle
3/19 Karl Seibert

3/20 John Higginbotham
3/21 Joanna Wyatt

3/22 Jane Heingartner
3/27 Patrick Filler

3/28 Marilyn Wiant

3/4 Ken Baranowski
3/5 Vanessa Roloff
3/9 Terry Gerardot
3/10 Nanette Barker
3/11 Elizabeth Farris
3/12 Tim Gephart
3/14 David Johnson
3/15 David Putman
3/18 Fred Auman
3/19 Brayden Seibert
3/20 Megan Ley
3/22 Glen Griffiths
3/23 Sharon Gillian
3/27 Cole Grim

March 22-23, 2025

Altar Cloth: Carol Sievert

Altar Flowers: No Flowers /Lent

Ushers and Greeters

Altar Servers

4.30PM 7:30AM 10:00AM 4.30PM 7:30AM 10:00AM
Sara Lake Jeff Strong Tom Pfister Cole Lake Kaleb Strater Chelsea Seibert
Chris Lake Dave Johnson Matt Lock Sawyer Christner Sam Strater Brayden Seibert

Proclaimers: Saturday and Sunday

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

4:30 PM 7:30AM 10:00AM 4:30 PM 7:30AM 10:00AM
Erik Fowerbaugh | Bob Arnold Elena Lock Gail Martin Kevin Strater Deacon Ray Krouse
Tim Worman Terry Gust Margaret Baskett Laura Weaver Mary Krouse

Proclaimer Daily Masses

March 18 Bob Arnold
March 25 Sharon Wilsey
April 1 Maddie Lock
April 8 Elena Lock

Karen Edwards Robin Aspy Al Langsenkamp

Collections

March 18 Laura Weaver Vicki Domer
March 25 Margaret Baskett Nancy Goldsmith
April 1 Mary Krouse Nancy Goldsmith
April 8 Laura Weaver Vicki Domer

Please call Karen 260-336-1703, if you are unable to serve. Thanks




FROM THE CATECHISM:

PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
SECTION TWO I. THE CREEDS
CHAPTER THREE ARTICLE 9

"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC
CHURCH"

Il. THE CHURCH'S ORIGIN, FOUNDATION
AND MISSION

The Church - instituted by Christ Jesus

763 It was the Son's task to accomplish the Fa-
ther's plan of salvation in the fullness of time. Its
accomplishment was the reason for his being
sent. "The Lord Jesus inaugurated his Church by
preaching the Good News, that is, the coming of

the Reign of God, promised over the ages in the
scriptures." To fulfill the Father's will, Christ ush-
ered in the Kingdom of heaven on earth. the
Church "is the Reign of Christ already present in
mystery."

764 "This Kingdom shines out before men in the
word, in the works and in the presence of Christ."
To welcome Jesus' word is to welcome "the
Kingdom itself." The seed and beginning of the
Kingdom are the "little flock" of those whom Je-
sus came to gather around him, the flock whose
shepherd he is. They form Jesus' true family. To
those whom he thus gathered around him, he
taught a new "way of acting" and a prayer of their
own.

PREPARATION FOR
FAMILY CONSECRATION

TO JESUS, THROUGH MARY,

IN UNION WITH ST. JOSEPH
Join the growing movement of families that have consecrated
themselves to Jesus, through Mary, in union with St. Joseph.
Jesus gives special blessings and protection to those who
enthrone the image of His Sacred Heart. If you would like to
take the Fatima Statue home please see Father Louis or
Deacon Ray to sign up.

St. Vincent de Paul
Society

Need assistance with rent/
utilities? Contact SVDPS
at 260-582-4375. Leave
your name, number and a
brief explanation of need. A Vincentian will
return your call within 24 hours.

HOT COLE'S
FIREWOOD

Cole: (260)761-2054
2 Chris: (260)239-2534

ALL
ABOARD

CRUISES,
INC.

John Ley Monument Sales, Inc.
Memorials of Distinction Since 1957

ANTHONY J. LEY
REGINA LEY

101 Progress Way

St. Rd. 8, Avilla, IN 46710
260-897-2333
260-897-3005 Fax

Quality Service Since 19¢
FREE ESTIMATES

5,

EDWARDS FLOOR COVERIN
Carpet, Vinyl, Ceramic Tile, Wood Floors

Bus. 260-854-38

Michael W. Edwards ‘
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)
LINK YOUR
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EARN1% 5= EARN MORE WITH
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NOTREDAMEFCU.COM/ULTIMATE
INSURED BY NCUA.
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Simply Granite
Custom built granite
counter tops



